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SECOND EDITION 13 MAY 2025 

 

“Arakan Now: 10-Day Report” is a 

summary of all the news, updates, 

and stories published on Arakan 

Now over the past 10 days. It helps 

you catch up on everything we’ve 

covered—briefly. From major 

headlines to local reports, this 

program brings together our work in 

one place for easy access and review. 

www.arakannow.com 

HEADLINES: Mentally Ill Woman Dies After Torture by Arakan Army | Rohingya Boy Loses Leg to Landmine 

| Arakan Army Detains Rohingya Families in Maungdaw | 6 Rohingya Fishermen Missing in Maungdaw | 

ABN’s False Report Hides AA’s Abuse in Maungdaw | Arakan Army Takes Over Rohingya Cemetery in 

Buthidaung | Arsheed: The Boy Who Escaped Death | Mohammad Rashid Beaten to Death by AA in 

Detention | AA Confiscates Dr. Kamal’s Building in Maungdaw for Jury Office | Arakan Army Collects 1.4 

Million Kyats In Monthly Taxes From Hpon Nyo Leik Village, Buthidaung Township | “I’m a refugee by 

Mohammed Arshad Amin | Two Rohingya Children Under 5 Die of Diarrhea in AA Detention 

 

 ARSHEED: THE BOY WHO ESCAPED DEATH 
Mohammed Arsheed, a 20-year-old Rohingya from Ward 1, Buthidaung 

Township, has lived through unimaginable suffering. His story reflects the 

harsh reality many Rohingya face in Arakan today. On May 17, 2024, as 

the Arakan Army (AA) burned down his township, Arsheed and his family 

fled to Sein Yin Pyin, seeking safety. They walked for days, eventually 

finding shelter in a small tent, struggling to survive without food, water, 

or basic needs. 

Then, things took a darker turn. 

On May 29, 2024, around 12:17 PM, a group of AA soldiers stormed the 

makeshift tents. Without a word, they abducted Arsheed and several 

others, loading them into cars and taking them to Buthidaung’s prison. 

Arsheed was locked up in Building No. 1, Room 4, with over 700 other 

Rohingya. All were innocent, just like him. After two months, Arsheed and 

seven others were moved to another building. The AA claimed their cases 

were “very serious.” What followed was pure terror. 

Life Inside the Prison 

The AA subjected them to brutal torture: Electric shocks, Severe beatings, 

including kicks to the face, Days without food, Forced labor, where 

prisoners had to follow every command, Constant hunger, with just one 

plate of rice a day, sometimes none at all, Denial of religious freedom, 

with prayers forbidden, even on Fridays, No medical care for the sick, 

leading to deaths from untreated illnesses. 

Prisoners were reduced to mere shadows of themselves, their bodies 

reduced to skin and bones. Those who survived did so by sheer willpower, 

with many barely alive when released. Arsheed endured this nightmare 

for over seven months before being transferred to Yin Chaung Prison on 

November 26, 2024. He spent another month there before his release on 

December 30, 2024. 

When he finally walked out, Arsheed was weak, deeply scarred, and filled 

with fear, yet grateful to have escaped death. 

“I Escaped Death, but Many Others Didn’t” 

Arsheed now seeks to share his story with the world. “I escaped death… 

but many others didn’t,” he told Arakan Now, his voice heavy with grief. 

His story is a stark reminder of the cruelty faced by countless innocent 

Rohingya caught between warring forces. 
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MENTALLY ILL WOMAN DIES AFTER BRUTAL TORTURE BY 

ARAKAN ARMY IN BUTHIDAUNG TOWNSHIP 

Arakan Now, 1 May 2025 

Rotiya, a mentally ill woman from Myaung Nah Upper Village in Buthidaung, died after being 

cruelly tortured by the Arakan Army. 

She was the daughter of Shofit Ahmed. She had been suffering from mental illness for many years. 

She often wandered around the village, unaware of her surroundings. 

On April 1st, members of the Arakan Army took her away. They poured hot water on her, badly 

burning her body. Later, they threw her near a bridge in Myaung Nah. Villagers found her and 

took her home. But her wounds were too serious. After three days of pain, Rotiya died. 

 

A ROHINGYA BOY LOST 

ONE LEG TO LANDMINE 

ALLEGEDLY PLANTED BY 

ARAKAN ARMY 

Arakan Now, 2 May 2025 

A 16-year-old boy from Ponn Gyar 

village in northern Maungdaw 

Township, Rakhine State, lost one of 

his legs after stepping on a landmine 

near the border fence while fishing. 

The victim is Mohammed Ayaz, the son 

of Mohammed Amin from Ponn Gyar 

village of Maungdaw Township.  

According to Maungdaw Daily News, a 

trusted local news outlet, the incident 

took place around 2 p.m. on May 1 

while the boy was fishing west of the 

village. He accidentally stepped on a 

landmine inside the border fence area, 

causing the loss of his leg. 

Photo: The Arakan Express News 

ARAKAN ARMY DETAINS ROHINGYA FAMILIES 

IN OO SHA KYA VILLAGE, MAUNGDAW 

TOWNSHIP 

Arakan Now, May 2, 2025 

The Arakan Army (AA) detained several Rohingya families in Oo 

Sha Kya Village, located in northern Maungdaw Township, Rakhine 

State. According to local sources, around 200 AA fighters entered the 

village early in the morning. They surrounded the entire area and said 

they were looking for members of the ARSA armed group. 

AA members went house to house. They checked family lists, looked 

at photos, and questioned all villagers. During the search, they forced 

everyone—including women and children—to leave their homes. 

Villagers said they were taken to a paddy field and held under the hot 

sun from 8 a.m. until after 2 p.m. They were not given food or water 

during this time. 

After the search, AA members arrested at least 10 family members. 

The rest were later released. Eyewitnesses said some villagers were 

beaten and mistreated by the fighters. 

 

The Arakan Army (AA) detained several Rohingya families in Oo Sha Kya Village. 

Photo: Hamid Karim/FB 

6 ROHINGYA FISHERMEN MISSING IN 

MAUNGDAW TOWNSHIP 

Arakan Now, 3 May 2025 

Six Rohingya fishermen from Mangala Gyi Village in northern 

Maungdaw Township have gone missing near Ywet Nyo 

checkpoint while fishing in the Naf River with permission from 

the Arakan Army (AA). The names of the missing men are Anatul 

Rahman (28), son of Zawkir, Robi Alom (17), son of Zawhir 

Ahmed, Armaan (26), son of Maulavi Kasim, Antiyas (50), son 

of Fouyas and two others whose names are still unknown.  

A resident of Maungdaw 

Township reported that fishermen 

from Mangala Gyi usually take 

permission from the AA to fish in 

the Naf River around 6 PM and 

return home the next morning 

between 6 and 7 AM to sell their 

catch. As part of the agreement, 

they must share half of their fish 

with the AA checkpoint they 

report to. 

On April 30 around 6 PM, the six 

men left with permission from the 

AA checkpoint at Mangala Gyi to 

fish in the river. Their families 

expected them to return the next 

morning, but they didn’t come 

home, even by late the following 

day. Their families and villagers 

began searching for them but 

found no trace or news of their 

whereabouts.  

On the morning of May 2, the 

families and local residents 

reported the case to the AA 

checkpoint at Mangala Gyi. AA 

then gave permission to search 

beyond the border fence in the Naf 

River area. Despite searching in 

the river and nearby places, the 

missing men were not 

found.Later, their boat and fishing 

tools were found near the AA 

checkpoint outside the western 

border fence at Ywet Nyo Village. 

But as of now, none of the men 

have been found. 

 

 

Rohingya shake out freshly caught fish from nets on 

Shamlapur beach, Photo: the Guardian 
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FALSE REPORT BY ABN TRIES TO HIDE 

ARAKAN ARMY’S ABUSE OF CIVILIANS 

IN MAUNGDAW TOWNSHIP 

Arakan Now, 4 May 2025 

According to information from Maungdaw Township, the 

news published by Arakan Bay News (ABN) is completely 

false. It is an attempt to cover up the brutal actions 

committed by the Arakan Army (AA). Arakan Now spoke 

to people from the village and confirmed what really 

happened. 

In reality, what happened in Oo Sha Kya village is very 

different from what ABN claimed. The villagers were 

brutally tortured by the Arakan Army. Men, women, and 

even children were gathered, tied up, and beaten. They 

were left under the hot sun for the whole day without food 

or water. 

After finding nothing, the AA suddenly claimed they found 

ARSA T-Shirts and some other items. This was clearly 

done to justify their actions. This is a false and dishonest 

attempt to blame innocent villagers. There is no real 

evidence — only a fake story made up to confuse the 

public. 

The people who are truly suffering are being blamed, while 

those who hurt them act like they are protecting others. 

 

Young Rohingyan man 'Buraq' shows where the bodies of his friends are buried in a mass grave site 

near the border crossing into Malaysia from Thailand. Photo: ABC News 

ARAKAN ARMY TAKES OVER ROHINGYA CEMETERY IN 

BUTHIDAUNG TOWNSHIP 

Arakan Now, 5 May 2025 

Arakan Now earlier reported that on 28 April, the Arakan Army (AA) ordered the 

residents of Kin Taung Village in Buthidaung Township to stop using their village 

cemetery. The villagers were told to prepare a new burial ground. 

On 4 May 2025, the Arakan Army held a meeting with the villagers. During the 

meeting, AA told them that from 5 May onwards, the cemetery would be fully taken 

over by the Arakan Army. They allowed the villagers one day to visit the graves of 

their relatives. Starting the next day, AA would take full control, surround it with a 

fence, and guard it with their soldiers. 

A villager told Arakan Now, “In the meeting, we begged them not to take the cemetery. 

We explained that it’s not allowed in our religion. But they didn’t listen to us.” 

 

Mohammad Rashid Beaten to Death by Arakan 

Army in Detention 

Arakan Now – 5 May 2025 

Arakan Now earlier reported that on 24 April 2025, the 

Arakan Army (AA) abducted five Rohingya men from Aley 

Chaung village, Buthidaung Township. One of them was 

Mohammad Rashid, a well-known figure in Buthidaung, 

also referred to as (နှိိုငင်တံတ ်တ  ်ရ ှိတ)် in Burmese. 

After the Arakan Army took full control of Buthidaung, 

Rashid was appointed as the chairperson of Aley Chaung 

Village. On 24 April, he was taken by AA along with four 

others. No reason was given for the arrest. 

A villager told Arakan Now that Rashid was beaten and 

tortured by AA during detention. He later died from the 

abuse. The Arakan Army later informed the village that 

Rashid had died while in their custody. 

AA CONFISCATES DR. KAMAL’S THREE-STORY BUILDING IN 

MAUNGDAW TOWNSHIPTO OPEN JURY OFFICE 

Arakan Now - 8 May 2025 

In Maungdaw Township, the Arakan Army (AA) has seized a three-story building 

owned by Dr. Hla Myint (also known as Kamal) in Myoma East Ward, near the Clock 

Tower. According to a resident from Maungdaw, AA leaders plan to use the building as 

a local jury office under their administration. 

The building was reportedly sealed off on April 12. On April 25, AA’s Deputy Political 

Chief and several members allegedly removed valuable items, including medical 

equipment, furniture, and construction materials, transporting them by truck toward 

Buthidaung Township. 

AA has also reportedly formed a jury committee, including Rohingya members, as part 

of its effort to expand influence in the region. 

Photo: Clock Tower, Maungdaw Township 
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ARAKAN ARMY COLLECTS 1.4 MILLION KYATS IN 

MONTHLY TAXES FROM HPON NYO LEIK 

VILLAGE, BUTHIDAUNG TOWNSHIP 

Arakan Now, 9 May 2025 

The Arakan Army collects monthly taxes from Hpon Nyo 

Leik village in Buthidaung, ranging from 5,000 to 10,000 

Myanmar Kyats per household. Poor families pay less than 

5,000 Kyats. Villagers also need to give labor forces monthly 

and military services sometimes. 

A resident told Arakan Now that the Arakan Army collects 

1.4 million Myanmar Kyats in taxes from Hpon Nyo Leik 

village each month, and this amount continues to be collected 

regularly. 

A local from this village told Arakan Now, “People are 

starving, with no food. In this situation, we have to pay 

monthly labor force, monthly taxes, and sometimes military 

services.” 

“For military service, sometimes we need to pay money to 

those willing to go or send our own children. If a family 

doesn’t want to send their child for military service, they must 

pay another family to send their child instead,” the resident 

added. 

Hpon Nyo Leik is the village where the Arakan Army first 

started their fighting with the Myanmar military in January 

2024, where more than 30 Rohingya civilians were killed, and 

over 100 others were injured, according to an earlier Arakan 

Now report. 

 

A rock shell appears in the sea in Hpon Nyo Leik Village. 

Photo: Arakan Now 

Then the fire came – 

not from the sky, 

but from men who looked at me 

like I was not human. 

 

I didn’t run for dreams – 

I ran because my house burned, 

because soldiers screamed, 

because my sister never came back. 

 

I used to live in a place 

where we planted rice, 

where children laughed in the rain. 

Now I live in a camp, 

where the wind carries no memories. 

 

They call me a refugee, 

like it is my fault. 

But I did not choose this life – 

it was forced on me, 

by hatred, by silence, 

by the world turning its face away. 

 

I am not from here, 

I am not from there anymore – 

I live in between, 

I live in waiting. 

 

But I remember everything – 

the river, the call to prayer, 

the voice of my mother 

telling me I am still someone. 

 

I am a refugee – 

but I am also a witness, 

a survivor, 

a human being with a name, 

a memory, 

a truth 
 

Mohammed Arshad Amin 

I was born in my land, 

where my mother gave me my name, 

where my father built our home 

with bare hands and hope. 

 

TWO ROHINGYA CHILDREN 

UNDER 5 DIE OF DIARRHEA 

IN AA DETENTION, DUE TO 

STARVATION AND LACK OF 

MEDICAL CARE 

 

Arakan Now, May 10, 2025 

 

Two Rohingya children under the age of 

five, detained by the Arakan Army at the 

Maungdaw Township Police Station, have 

died from diarrhea after being deprived of 

food and medical treatment, according to 

sources. 

The children were part of a group of 72 

Rohingya (17 families)—including 30 men, 

42 women, and several children—from 

Shwe Zar village, who have been accused of 

illegal border crossing while returning from 

Bangladesh to Maungdaw Township on 

April 26, 2025. Since then, all of them have 

been held in AA detention without access to 

relatives. These are the people who fled to 

Bangladesh in 2024 due to the fighting 

between the Arakan Army and the 

Myanmar military. 

“They must face potential six-month prison 

sentences,” according to Maungdaw 

Township Police Station Chief Maj. Maung 

Aye Sein. 

“Detainees receive only one meal per day, 

without any side dishes. Trapped in these 

dire conditions, many Rohingya are 

suffering from severe diarrhea. Due to the 

complete lack of medical care, the two 

young children succumbed to the illness, 

while others are in critical condition, 

nearing death”, a relative of the detainee 

told Arakan Now. 
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